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then the next day), the Bon Festival,
the end of the year and the New Year.
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The main house =100 yen per room per hour
The detached house = 200 yen per hour

ﬁl’ﬂlﬁ‘\t{‘: BRIERIEE The Kishi House
PR £677-0015 B SEFHERHI94-1
394-1 Nishiwaki Nishiwaki-City, Hyogo
0795-22-5549
CID http://www.umekichi-tmo.jp/

Lifelong Learning Division
< = Board of education
NP E

EEFBR Nishiwaki City Hall

T677-0015 ZEREBFHER790-15
790-15 Nishiwaki Nishiwaki-City, Hyogo

0795-22-5996

0795-22-6015

D http://www.city.nishiwaki.lg.jp/

(ZTED manavita@city.nishiwaki.hyogo.jp

M BEEER

& 4278 BOR IEFUFEIIZA-IPL 4 &S
Mo o by RBEEREEEE) [
;q'—?‘ w“““
A —
o @ // Ny L=
| 5
HM\ 1][]
== ] G
IBR{EREE s }§IJ\|\|@:[E§E il

—]c|

a2

A
A

A
a

NI

|z Iy Roo alled

BYIIEEHL DERASW
ABRE BEOHEIE
<EDNERGOY BIRID
ISR TH 5.

The house has a stately hip-and-
gable roof structure. The roof has
a gentle bulge, which is called
MUKURI-YANE.

E%Eg Latticed window called “Mushiko-mado”
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HOUSE DATA

T 3bEfE  Sitearea 1,226.40m

BYIRETE Floor area 597.10m
\

ROXD o i (KEAFRE KAETFST)

giuvlisilonng Main house(Completed in 1918)

Bt (RIE24E £ T) Detached house
(Completed in 1916)

&2 Bathroom for guests

S V2] o Western style house
AR (R T2 T) (Completed in 1936)

PHJEY Western storehouse
ESjE; Eastern storehouse
N L#& Restroom (former miso storehouse)

*miso is a traditional food
(IRMERIZ7E) made from fermented soybeans

The Kishi house is located in Nishiwaki, a city famous for
Banshu textiles. It was built in the Taisho Era as the private
residence of Mr. Umekichi Kishi, a prominent local citizen.
The main house is divided by a central passage. The three
rooms on the south side were used for hospitality, and the
three rooms on the north side as well as the second floor
were for living. The earthen floor gone through to postern is
at the easternmost end. A kitchen and bath for family are
located at the earthen floor. A bathroom for guests and the
detached house sit west of the main house. And all buildings
open onto the garden.

Another remarkable feature of the house is that the
construction expense book and material descriptions from
1915 - 1917 still exist. These records are detailed and very
valuable. According to the construction expense book, the

total construction cost of the main house, the detached
house, and the garden was 84,000 yen. The sum is the
equivalent of 240 million yen in today’s money. Materials
and construction techniques of the highest quality, which
would be very difficult to obtain and reproduce today, are
used throughout the house.

In 2001, this luxury house was donated to the city of
Nishiwaki by descendants of Umekichi. In 2002, three of the
buildings were registered as a tangible cultural property. The
Kishi house has been open to the public since 2003.
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Registered tangible cultural property of the country

REER / FR14528148
Registration date / February 14, 2002
EixFS / 28-0092 ~ 28-0094
Registration number / 28-0092 ~ 28-0094 ¥
SR / BE. Bh. TER  ©
Registration facility /

Main house,

Detached house,
Bathroom for guests
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The MUSHI-KO-MADO (latticed
windows that look like insect
cages) in the second floor have
cloud-shaped frames and seven
lattices. The central lattices are
incomplete. This means that
this house is still developing
and wishes prosperity for
future generations.
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These beautiful three linear decorations of semicircular tiles are

seen on the center and the both ends of the roof. They are called

“wind-cut roofing tiles", and were used for their beauty more
than their wind-softening effect.
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The wide eaves are propped up

with HANE-GI (wood attached
to the attic).
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HISTORY

The Kishis are an old family that became wealthy through
textiles and land rent. Among them, Umekichi is
particularly known as an important figure who devoted
himself to the development of this region. He founded the
Nishiwaki Commercial Bank, and also held public offices
such as the head of Nishiwaki ward and town assembly
chairperson. Not only that, but he was also active in
community service such as providing financial aid to the
children of the needy.

Umekichi was born in 1891 as the fourth son of Mankichi
Kishi, who belonged to a branch family. In 1913, he married
Kikue, the daughter of head family leader Benkichi Kishi. At
that time, Kikue's father was planning to build a new
residence and had been collecting materials since around
1909. The detached house and guest bathroom were
completed that year. However, the next year Benkichi died,
and as a result, Umekichi took over the new house plan. He
held the ceremony of the completion of the framework of
the house in 1915, then finished construction in 1918.
Umekichi had a variety of hobbies; for example, tea
ceremony, flower arrangement, Noh songs, bonsai, antique
collecting, growing chrysanthemums, and hunting. His
knowledge of art was profound, and he became a patron of
Japanese-style painter Kansetsu Hashimoto, who later
became a prominent figure of the Japanese art world. He
had Kansetsu stay at the detached house for two years,
from 1913 - 1915, and held special sales of Kansetsu's
paintings in this house.

On another occasion in 1928, politician Tsuyoshi Inukai
stayed at the house. (Three years later, he was appointed as
the Prime Minister.) Tsuyoshi left four pieces of Chinese
poetry to the Kishis. One of them was donated to Nishiwaki
City.

In 1940, the Prince Yasuhiko Asaka, who was an army
general at that time, also stayed here. He is a founder of the
imperial family Asaka. His young brother is Prince Naruhiko
Higashikuni, who has held various positions, such as army
general and the Prime Minister.

These visitors lauded this functional and beautiful house.
The pictures and sculptures by artists, the garden by a
master of the tea ceremony, and the workmanship by
carpenters reveal Umekichi’s good taste.
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Umekichi Kishi (1891~1967)

N
Eﬂ'_lcég‘_llfﬁ Umekichi was born in a branch family as
fourth son of Mankichi Kishi.
KEREDHEETFICAS
RIE2F  (Rm&E< A LB
1913 Umekichi married Kikue who was the
daughter of Benkichi Kishi in the head family.
e EBEEEA@ERICHE
Umekichi served as the head of the Nishiwaki
1917 ) -
Young Men’s Association.
BTILFEEOEHE ZRICIIHHEZ
FE, KRETEICHIIHHEDIRZRES
<4 ik
KErE NOECEE.
1918 Umekichi opened a private kindergarten at
the side of Kan-non temple, located at the
foot of Mt.Douji, and managed it until a
municipal kindergarten was opened in 1922.
PRI SRIRI TR I FEREA LAY,
EERICHE
Umekichi established the Nishiwaki
KIE9F Commercial Bank, and took the post of
1920 inspector.
PR X R (CHE (BR215F £ TI125M)
Umekichi served as the head of Nishiwaki
ward until 1946.
BMERITEH R AR SR (CRME
7 Five banks, including Nishiwaki Commercial
Hnﬁ%l%ﬁ Bank, merged into Banshu Bank. Umekichi
took the post of Director, and managed the
Nishiwaki branch.
HAIRITEAERICRE
7
RAI205 Banshu bank was merged with Kobe Bank.
1945 Umekichi became an inspector.
Bi42FE X
1967 Umekichi passed away.

%*% '5’ Kansetsu Hashimoto (1883~1945)

& A~ BAATHAD B ABER

o HmEmLEE

& FEAR. TTRERICEN

& KIESF~TFEDOXE (XMEEMERESR) (CTES
R AESFORIETRNOBEEZEEH O

O FERZE. TERMRa8R EEEE

*HYE IR EBELLE

Japanese painter.

Birthplace : Kobe, Hyogo

His teachers : Kimiyasu Kataoka, Seiou Takeuchi

In 1916, 1917, 1918, he was awarded special choices by
BUN-TEN(Art exhibition by the Ministry of Education) . He
served as a judge from the first TEI-TEN (Imperial Academy art
exhibition) in 1919.

He was an Imperial Art Expert and a member of the Imperial
Academy of Fine Arts.

His forte was animal painting (monkeys in particular).
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Kansetsu Hashimoto's work, the writing “KO-SHO-AN"
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Shudo Ichikawa's work,
“KOMORI (bats) ”

AEEROE. m)lIREE TR, (-3
“Chrysanthemum”

Designed by Suiseki Kondo

Carved by Shudou Ichikawa

Suiseki Kondo (1870~1950)
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painting ( Japanese Nanga ).
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(BAFEE) BR

Japanese painter of Literati

Birthplace : Marugame-City,
Kagawa / Pen name : Suiseki
Akahiko His teachers :
Daiseki Fujita, Kinseki Mori

He was accepted once for
BUN-TEN.

He was a secretary of
NANSHU-GA-KAI (Painters
group of Japanese Nanga).

He had two types of sign and
seal, B&7R and 2.

MMEE  shudo Ichikawases~1933)
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A famous engraver in the Harima region.

His real name was Manjiro Ichikawa, his
pseudonym was Shochikusai.

He was born into the family of a samurai
clan in Himeji. His teacher is unknown.

He raised several talented disciples, such as
Yuho Takenaka and Shuzan Konishi in Miki,
Hyogo. In addition, he left many excellent
works in the cities of Akashi and Sanda.
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The door frame is shaped like
a TORII (a gateway commonly
built at the entrance to a
Shinto shrine). The two pillars
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The tatami-matted passage

gives continuity
to north and south space.
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The center corridor
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as a display shelf.

A brick fire wall and
an elevated water tank

BE(EHEDOE0
This gate has usually
been shut.
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Earthen-floor kitchen
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There is an old furnace called
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The European tiles used on the floor and walls

] r_,:‘. —r r T “Okudo-san”. The wall were very unusual and modern for the time.
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This 10-mat room is the adjoining room of the drawing room. The
interior design has a luxurious, Kyoto-style atmosphere. White Japanese
hemlock fir from Dorogawa in Tenkawa, Nara prefecture is used for the
lintels and pillars, and gray Kurobe Japanese cedar from Toyama is used
for the ceiling panels. One interesting feature is the double-faced lintel
in the boundary between this room and the reception room. This
technique is called "Fox Magic”.

The family Buddhist altar is also remarkable. It has sculptures of
offerings such as vegetables and fruit in the RAN-MA (decorative
openwork wooden panel) and Daruma dolls carved in the panels beside
the doors. In addition, the ceiling has radial rafters that look like a halo.

ﬁ{:ﬂ\“ Narrow wooden deck
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The deck is made of Japanese hemlock fir. The
joints in the planks are a beautiful waveform.
The small open veranda leading to a small stone
basin is made of chestnut.

5AEEFYYINREN
The azaleas are beautiful
in May.
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The house plan
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Auspicious tiles in the shape
of a crane and a tortoise
decorate the roof.
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The city flower of
Nishiwaki, the moss
pink, is planted here.

Front gate
&
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The office of
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Shop with
A made-to-order
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w Western house

Banshu-textile shirts.
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The paintings of birds and flowers attached to
the sliding doors were made by Suiseki Kondo.
The writing on the doors was written by Enryo
Inoue, a Buddhist philosopher and educator
during the Meiji and Taisho eras. They are
written in response to traditional Chinese
poems of seven characters, which express the
four seasons. The animal paintings signify the
signs of the Chinese zodiac. Two female dolls in
the decorative alcove represent the ideals of
beauty in the Edo era. One shows the custom of
married ladies to shave their eyebrows and paint
thin ones on with ink.
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This 10-mat room is built in the style of a traditional Japanese drawing
room. It has a TOKO-NO-MA (alcove for display), TOKO-WAKI (space with
a built-in shelf), and a TSUKE-SHO-IN (space with a built-in desk and a
paper screen). Generally, there is no fixed arrangement for these elements,
and sometimes the TOKI-WAKI and TSUKE-SHO-IN are omitted, but the

material selection, balance, and decoration of these spaces are carefully
designed.
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The other materials that you can see are as follows: MI-YAMA-SUGI
(Japanese cedar from the site of Ise Shrine) is used as ceiling boards. The
decorative panel above the partition between the two rooms is made of
paulownia and carved with chrysanthemum flowers. The panels between
the room and the outside deck has a paper screen that looks like leaded
glass. The house’s excellent craftsmanship can be seen in the beveling in
the sliding door’s frame.
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I TSUKE-SHO-IN / The material of the desk is circle-grained Japanese
elm, and the wooden paneling is bamboo-grass-grained Enshu JIN-DAI
cedar from Shizuoka. JIN-DAI cedar is Japanese cedar that was buried
underground or underwater for a long time, and has a bluish-black color
and fine grain. The crosspiece above the alcove and the sliding door are
made of Kasuga Japanese cedar from Nara. The decorative panel above,
made of paulownia, shows an autumnal scene from the Tatsuta River in
Nara and is entitled “A Japanese Maple"”.
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Drawing room
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BMTOKO-WAKI / The floor
material is circle-grained
Japanese elm from Takeshima.
The crosspiece is made of
MI-YAMA-SUGI, cedar from lIse
shrine. The wall shelves are made
of feather-grained red pine from
the Kiso area in Nagano. The
bank on the edge of the shelf,
which prevents brushes from
falling, is made of mulberry. The
smaller closet is made of
mulberry from the Tajima area.
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M TOKO-NO-MA / The alcove posts are made of DE-SHIBO-MARU-TA,
wood with wavelike wrinkles, of Kitayama Japanese cedar. The
horizontal wood is Japanese persimmon with a dark striped pattern.

The front upper crosspiece is made of paulownia, and the ceiling board
is herringbone-grained Yaku Japanese cedar.

PRAE I BRI e < ron. B KR ISR o rn)

( | EEKTIAR =z (BEFE T EEELEmICE L),
EBRIEEREE., itk - B TREE) B (s < cold il BV EE T

RISBEREA, MBS TR o REMRIERAN HELVBADER,

roof covers both the main front pillars and
€ the rear support pillars. This doorplate is very

WmEmAEIREY NS feE T AICERE rare Japanese elm with beautiful circular grain

. crem =~ called TAMA-MOKU. The material of wall is
1 (ﬁf) @_—'1_7}<§$75\}E7‘7— S5NTL %, Japanese hemlock (for pillars) and SATSU-MA
B This is a stone basin set on a dip in the cedar (for the wooden paneling). The roofing tiles in
#d  ground. The basin has a boat form. the shape of Seven Lucky Gods are also worth seeing.
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The house has two rooms, a drawing-room and an adjoining room. They are
both 8-mat rooms, used for guest quarters, SENCHA tea ceremony, etc. The
house has a MIZU-YA, a small kitchen with a utensil cupboard and sink, for
tea ceremonies. There was once a sunken fireplace, but it is now covered by
tatami mats.
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Poem by Sanesada Fujiwara (a court noble and a poet, 1139 - 1192)
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[ Rendering ] At daybreak, | heard the cuckoo

cry and looked up at the sky. There was no
cockoo, only the waning moon lingered there.
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The detached house was built on the theme of “the lone pine”. Pine is used
for pillars, lintels, doorsills, and more. The ceiling boards are Yaku Japanese
cedar. The decorative upper panel between rooms is made from a striped
persimmon tree, and has wonderful carvings by Shudo Ichikawa. On the
drawing room side are bats with eyes of black coral, and the adjoining room
side has figures of “the moon and the little cuckoo”, which are from a poem
written around 800 years ago. The decorative section between the rooms
and the outer deck as a paper screen and cloud-patterned framework.
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I TSUKE-SHO-IN / The desk is made
of white maple with an unusual

TOKO-NO-MA / The alcove post
is a striped ebony. OTOSHI-GAKE is
Bombay black wood from
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BTOKO-WAKI / The above
cupboard on the wall is
made of rosewood. The
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grain. The wooden paneling is Southeast Asia. The bar above an staggered wall shelves are
Satsuma Japanese cedar. The air hole of the partition wall is a made of a whitish wood
decorative panel has pine-needle Japanese wax tree. The ceiling (name  unknown) with

motifs.

board is Yaku Japanese cedar. uncommon grape grain.
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